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Danny Hoch brings
his in-your-face,
hip hop vision of

theatrical performance
to Center Stage’s

Off-Center Festival.
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Performer Danny Hoch 27, says the Broadway establishment fails to offer

g theate
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“All they offer us,” he gripes.

“isarap version ul orprera or some super, high abstract Becket! play.”

rather have a kid come up to me
on the street and say, Yo — you
were that kid, you was at Rikers,
right? | was in there. Yeah,  saw
vour workshop, vo that [stuff] was
good. It was so funny, you made
me think.'"”

Mr. Hoch credits cutting-edge
solo performers like Eric Bo-
gosian, whose wife, Jo Binney, di-
rected “Evolution.” and John
Leguziamo, with opening the the-
ater world to shows like his. There
is #reat need for this tvpe of the-
ater, he said.

“This show comes out of my
own dissatisfaction,” said Mr.
Hoch, who studied acting at the
North Carolina School of the Arts
and London's British American
Drama Academy. *] worked inmy
eommunity theater — prisons and

alternative high schools. It clicked
for me, “This is it." This is theater,
not Broadway shows that have
nothing to do with the people who
live in New York, and whose au-
diences are filled with people from
all over the country.

“For the last 10 years, all you
hear is about bringing young peo-
ple to the theater,” he said. “But
all they offer us is a rap version of
opera or some super, high abstract
Beckett play. Then, they wonder
why we don't appreciate it and

come back more.” !
The Off-Center Festival runs

Jan. 15-25 at Center Stage, 700
N, Calvert St. Tickets range from

815 to 822, and packages are
available for multiple perfor
mances. For information, call 410-

-




